* 


JR AP ROE ASP - 


A DEFENCE OF STRICTVRES ON 
DR. LOWTH, RESPECTING 
LIBERTY, 


Yee Ved Vee Veto Yee Vo Woo 


[ Price ONz SHILLING. ] 


. * 
= 


” 
ACC — 2 : "3 
_—_ WES IRE nns 3 r — - 4 —— . % 
nns . 1 =3 TER en , » Ee "FE ed. r e r 
6 CH . l * ö , 


: 


A DEFENCE OF STRICTVRES ON 
DR. LOWTH, RESPECTING 
LIBERTY. 


WITH OBSERVATIONS ON OTHER 
MEN AND THINGS. 


—_— 


The SECOND EDITION, corrected. 


j 


| 


= 
” 
— 
— 
— 
— 
— 
— 
— 
LU 


— 


11 ”"y 
wh. . —= - 
h 1 9 . 
| : 0 - > -* 
jl | <= # 
"YN — \ 


* 
{| \/ ; | 2 


2 4 4 . / 


— —̃. 
— — 


. ˙—˙O 
—CC— A ¹.Ä — DT —— 

— —— — a Em 
— —— — z es 
——— x 


—— 


= = — % — 


L O N D O“ N: 


Printed for W. FL EXNRT, in Holborn, G. KeARSLY, Lad. 
gate Street, and J. Al Mon, in Piccadilly. 


M,DCC,LXVI. 


2 


, . — 
— n 


FY 8 ** * ft © 8 P 1 =. * 
P ——— 


* 


INTRODUCTION. 


W. Preſumptuous Mortal, 
Thinkeſt thou to ſtay the courſe of lordly Greatneſs, 
And ſchool the learn'd, at thy unlicenc'd Bar ? 
The attempt is Folly's wildneſs. 


A. NS Soft Adviſer ! 
Know, God and Nature bid me ſpeak my Wrongs, 


And Virtue writes him Sie, who ſhall date 
In Freedom's Cauſe, 4% failing. 


HE engagements of literary wits 
tho' purſued with no leſs heat and 
animoſity, are in general, much more en- 


tertaining to perſons of taſte and humanity ; 


than thoſe which are marked in every 
character, with blood. Great pleaſure, of 
this kind, the puBL1c expected from the 
firſt formidable rencounter of the Bp. of 
Gl r, and a late learned Profeſſor, 
now Lord Bp. of Ox- d. Every one 
knew them to be champions of very ſturdy 


4 growth, 


_ 
g * emo p 
* — N 8 
5 — — — . — —ö' . — — 
- 
- 
* 


* j 
— — 2 


ww. — Po INE —— — — — - 


4. 


growth. As ſuch the fineſt Sox T was 
expected from their turnings and doublings ; 
their advances and retreats ; paſſes and lun- 
ges in the Arena. Bbt whether it were 
owing to any interpoſition of a moderat- 
ing temper from without, to any miraculous 
intervention of more Aielbin ideas in their 
owN minds, or to prudential Conſiderati- 
ons, mutually formed and operating, is 
not known; but the controverſy dropt, 
juſt as the attention of | mankind was 
excited, and the mach Hozza ben Wan 


given. 


Some perſons indeed, much more fu- 
perſtitious than ſenſible, prognoſticated 
dreadful evils, from the collifion of two 
ſuch buge INIT ED bodies. They ex- 
pected no lefs than the whole pile of eccle- 
fiaſtical building would be deſtroyed ; and 
that the Spectators would run off with the 
Goods, in the Confuſion. Others more vir- 
tuouſly affected, but not more diſcerning, 
were in grievous diſtreſs, leſt the oppoſi- 
tion of two ſuch redoubted champions of the 

Chri- 


5 
Chriſtian Church, ſhould have a tendency 
to ſpread diſaffection and diſcourage Faith. 
The Writer of theſe papers is not one of 
thoſe who has ſuch vain terrors about him ; 
when Civil Powe is kept out of their. 
hands, there is no entertainment ſo pleaſing 
to him as the battle of two high-bred and 
well fed Ecclefiaftics. Much hidden truth 
is apt to be thrown. out in ſuch Scuffles; 
and ſo far from apprehending any ill con- 
ſequences to the cauſe of TRUE RELIiGioN 
and VIX Tun, which depend not on the 
fluctuating opinions of individuals or of 
Societies, but are intrinſically and immutably 
excellent, he has been rather accuſtomed 
to hope the Eves of Mankind will be 
thereby opened, to ſee that their Duty is 
ſomething very different from an implicit 
reverence of a particular oRDER of men; 


and a ſubmiſſion to their unwarrantable, 
unhallowed dictates. 


But it may be objected, It is now too 
*© late to ſay any more on the particular 
* Diſpute, as the Principals have withdrawn, 


a 2 | — Why 
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why ſhould any STRANGER continue 
to figure on the Ground, and call up 


Names and Things which are paſſed with 
the tale of Yeſterday ? * 8 


c 


* 


cc 
cc 
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It may be replied, that as our appear- 
ance is entirely ex ſuo motu, we may ſurely 
chuſe our own time for coming forth. If 
it be impertinent now, it would not have 
been very wiſe Nine Months ago; and on 
the other hand, thoſe obſervations and that 
Satire, which would then have been eſlecm- 
ed juſt and forcible, cannot have loſt their 
merit, by any accidental delay, With our 
Friends they will not, and to our Enemies 
the publications of thoſe who ſcorn the 


illiberal Slavery of ee always come 
unſeaſonably. | 


1 was the imprudence of the GREEK 
Emperors, that when time had lulled reli- 
gious Contention aſleep, they again awa- 
kened it. with all its baleful Attendants of 
rage and deſtruction. Theſe times, bad as 


they are, are not adapted to produce any 
like 


| 7 
like fatal mifch'efs, from the fierceſt qua- 
rels of Epiſcopal Militants. Much more” 
evil is to be feared from ſupine indifference, 
to the cauſe of Truth; from intereſted 
Union, in the ſupport of arbitrary eſtabliſh-" 
ments; and from ſervile compliance with 
the deſigns of weak and wicked Stateſ- 
men. I aſk no pardon. for the freedom 
of theſe ſayings. Eternal honours. await” 
that candid and | ſenſible writer who ſays, 
« All 'the duties of politen'ſs are included 
t in. the obligations of Chriſtian Bene- 
« yolence.” But it is equally his text, 
and enforced with as much energy and am- 
plification, that © Truth is above all men; 
that he who dares net ſpeak what he thinks 
to be intereſting truth, however diſpleaſing, 


it may be, is a Have; be that will not is 
a VILLAIN.” | OY 


There is a ſtrange delicacy in ſome perſons. 
If the moſt deſigned and inimical attacks on 
eſtabliſhed opinions, come from a certain 
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quarter, there is little * angry notice taken 
of them by theſe 2//tberal purtialiſts. They 
mix with the crowd of publications, as 
ſubjects for Coffee-houſe amuſement, or on 
account of ſome elegance of ſtyle and frip- 
pery of claſſical quotation, are commended 
as patterns to form the Taſte of the riſing 
Youth of England. While attempts at fur- 
ther reformation, clear expoſitions of vul- 
gar errors, and warm remonſtrances, in be- 
half of the injured rights of Citizens, are 
paſſed over with proud neglect, or treated 
as the rancid inſolence of FACTION ; per- 
haps the infant ſound of REBELL1ON, 


The learned and modeſt writers of the 
Diſquiſitions, the later Confeſſionaliſt and 


It will be aſſerted here, in angry tone, that the Life- 
writer of Card. Pole, has been anſwered by deputed advocates 
of Proteſtantiſm ; I would not detract from merit generally ac- 
knowledged, but I beg leave to ſay that all the Anſwers 
which I have ſeen, are rather a diſgrace than Credit 
to its cauſe, If Men will defend impoſition in general, 
they will get very little by deſcending to Particulars- 
Pere Carpentier (with whom I had much Converſation at 
Mlante, and at Paris) would anſwer a thouſand Warburtons, 
Rutherforchs, or Ridleys. 

N (not 


(not to mention another, whom every ho- 
neſt man will pronounce to be treated with 
a STUART-like revenge) the glorious Ad- 


vocates of American Liberties, have a 
ſhameful tale to tell” on this head. 


Since the malignant Aſcenſton of the 
Northern STAR, we have ſeen ſome of the 
moſt extraordinary events which can alarm 
the Friends of the Houſe of HanoveR. 
The Enemies of Liberty know their ſea- 
ſon of acting ; and taking advantage of the 
well known hereditary attachments of ſome, 
and the indolence, careleſſneſs and duplicity 
of others, have ventured to ſer before us, 
and expoſe to open ſale, the moſt flatter- 
ing pictures of the Italian * Pretender to 
the Throne: The Piece has been charged 
with rich colours, and gazed at by many, 
as an object of pleaſing admiration : 
While the Wok of Babylon, its Com- 


_* See Lord Taaffe's plea for Papiſts, the Free Examina- 
tion, &c. &c. and above all the late productions of the 


moſt daring and inſulting Jacobitiſin, in the London Chron, 
figned, The Frierd to Truth. 


panion, 


7 FO 


neee en eite, 


28 poll, attractixe | au igydes,; 
and _ 1 roſeſſed Proteſtant has found 


this" Bye captivated by her ſeeming Beau- 
sties. But, good God! "i s the nat "of 
things changed by partial, inteteſted repr pre- 
n REI owed: «th 


"Has Popery indeed diſcarded her pon 
dient, her wholſome Correctives 110 
well- adapted instruments of Convidtion; 
Racks and Dudgeons, Fire and Poms yl jÞ 
what Country of her dominion, .. has 


"” «a SEE 


| ter of Chriſtian Takeda, : — the 9 
diſpoſition of Popiſh Government in n Po- 
land, to be brought as a proof of .her im- 
proved benign ſpirit : Have the Proteſtants 


® The interpoſition of our 3 in behalf of the Dif dents 
in Poland,” in conjunction with the Ruſſian and Pruſſian Mo- 
narchs does honour to the Ladminiftration; To be Corſerva- 
tors of Liberty, is the nobleſt T itle Goyernors can aſpire 
to, but Reaſon is always and every where the ſame. And 
why ſhould not the Argument of the remanfirante, bal gord 
4c Subjects ſhould not be deprived of | any civid rights, for tlein 
0 religious opinions,” conclude on this Side of the Wajer ? Or 
rather, why ſhould it be theught idence' to Prefent at 


I. 0 


in France had occaſion to addreſs their thanks 
for an enlargement of their privileges? 


I have converſed with many of the moſt 
learned and polite Eccleſiaſtics, in different 
parts of that Kingdom, but never met with 
One who would admit a thought of tole- 
rating HERET1Cs. Toleration and Popery 
are irreconcilable ; Dr. WARNER muſt 
allow me to ſay it; they are contradictions 
in terms; and a man may as well be a fe- 
rious admirer of WAREBURToN's Alliance, 
and revere the memory of Hoadly, as a true 
Roman Catholic without a burning indigna- 
tion againſt thoſe, (as they call chem) 
“ Efſprits rebelles et audacieux, qui ont con- 
| ſpire contre V'Egliſe;”” thoſe daring and re- 


bellious ſpirits who have riſen up againſt the 
Church. 


And is the time of bzLusiox nearly ac- 
compliſhed when this infernal ſyſtem of dark- 
neſs and tyranny, and this Bigot to her vileſt 
Superſtitions, are to be graciouſly beardand 
acknowledged in theſe Lands, the only Glo- 
ry and felicity of which, have been an eman- 
cipation from their accurſed Yoke ? 

B Je- 
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Jeſuitical diſſimulation, like the Traitor 
whom Sal cus characterizes, Vartus, fub- 
dolus, cujuſſibet rei fimulator, ac diſſimulator, 
together with bold puſhes properly. timed, 
have wrought wonderful things: And the 
Auſpicious moment was never more. 155 
tively watched, and eagerly imp: oved 

at preſent. 


But, norwichſtanding all, ir would 1 
cowardice to deſpair, and ridiculous to ha- 
rangue on dangers, if the baſe diſpoßitions 
af the Poſſeſſors, did not rreacherouſly con- 
cur to forward the, attacks of the Aail- 
ants. Non rex, non gens ulla, non natio Pere 
timeſcenda eſt: 1 ncluſum malum, intetinum ac 
gomeſticum eft*, If the Cup of Miſery be ever 
poured out on this Country, it is an eaſ! | 
thing to ſee to whom it will be owing, 
Not to the arguments brought by the 
Romiſh advocates, theſe are as ridiculous 
and impotent as ever; Not to any evi- 
dences of the meliorated. diſpoſition of their 


Church, ſhe: is as cruel and intolerant as at 
the Hour of the Paris MAssAcn E: 


Not to the magnanimity of Charles, Ed- 
9 Cic. 0 i. c. 9. 
Yak - ward 


M - 

Wall And bis Clan:? He is aß fowdrdly\ ds 
a bis Aukeſtor Janes” theft. or his preſent 
dear velutive s , got have the lat- 
th "Ip foveld theit fortlthäx⸗ tho chey may 
their” 5 es ſince the VAR 1745. —All the 
late dane of Britain ariſe from her 
Eames at Home: All her future diſtreſſes 
wil be the guile of 2 


Fot weg Hite pio TEST AU TSB; who 


etiying in form the Soperſtitions of the 
Chet of Nome, are yet proud t6 arrogate 
tõ themſelves high diſtinctions and autho- 
tit) over the rights of Chriſtians, on the 
footing of their Conſanguinit) with her. 
Who, fo far from defiring and efideavour- 
ing to obtain a greater diſtance from this 
immoral; zmpious, and idolatrous Church, 
are ready to cry out that we have Prb⸗ | 
teeded too far already” in the contrary 
» This is pathetically ſet forth by many grave Do&ors. 
Fhave'a' Charge of the late learned Bp. Butler, wherein he 
Hates the extravangancies of the Reformation as it now 


2. ag & very lamentabh evil! Heu pictas! Heu prilga 


"I 


B 2 path; 
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Vat. In Mort, who are uch more zealous 
to pre ſerve thoſe, Appendages, Which obſcure; - 
the beauty, pervert the ſpirit, and deſtroy, the 
Simplicity of: Chriſt s Religion, than that 
Liberty with which. our Lox D hach made 
all bis followers equally free; and that Piety 


and Benevolence, which be taught as the 
only FUNDAMENTALS. 


1433 $9 1010 ö 


II. Of thoſe Half- Whigs, if ſuch "there 
are, who, in private companies, on partieiifar” 
occaſions, will tal with great Teemiig*afs" 
fection to Liberty, with the Ivelieappre-” 
benſions of her dangers, and the wärmieſt 
execration of her foes. And when they are 
aſſembled in places where all her intereſts 
are debating and dependant on their ſuffrage, 
will be prating about their hounds andh6fſes, 
arrentive only to give the ſignificant AVE Or 
x0; when the golden Gnomon of miniſterial 

| erection Points to che moment of ſtriking. q 


ID 9VgN- | [dias 
ie Y13189 Aim 


"A only add e miſecllanegusthaughr „ 
that, when I reflect on theſe things, and at 
- the ſame time peruſe the ſmooth- rongued 


0 pane- 
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panegyries on the times which our Coutt - 
Preachers, and courtiy Writers, are ever pto- 
ducihg,” bs "vivy aur Sentiment leads me _ 4 
to pay reſpect to thõſe Who deferve it, ſo 
the UH vid able ſenſations of my boſom, wi il. 
not alle w, me to forbear my teſtimony © 
againſt thoſe. Corruptors or yn _ 
threaten to undo us. 


quid in hac _ £anſd 1 mihi ſuſceptum eſt, 
id, omne ? me reipublice cauſe ſaſcepilſe confirmo : 
tantumque abeſl ut aliquam bonam gratiam 
mibi queſiſe widear, uf multas etiam mul 
fates, partim obſcuras, partim apertas, t, 
oO mibi non e e ſuſcepiſſe. 


1 t 4297) If * 1 Tae den 
HU 12 2N18d9d an 
R * I * 5 in this cauſe liof- 
firm was done with a view to the good of 
my country. And fo, far have I been from 
purſuing, any priyate intereſt, that I am 
ſenfible I have drawn much hatred upon 
myſelf, partly eee, e 1 * which 
Tight news) 


is 22d G55 


; 25 3 Cicero for 11 he : Manilian Law. 
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THE 
PROTESTAN TI. 
P A KT Þ 


Bending to TRUTH, I ſcorn each meaner Care, 
And ſpeak of Men and AcT1ons as they are. 


te NE of Satan's arts, which be- 
0 # guiles many, very ſenfible and 
t thinking, perſons is, that they have an 
abſolute right to chuſe their own Re- 
te + How abſtra& their tenets of faith and 
* practice according to their private fancy, 
f humour, or education. This has been 
„ the cavſe of more diſſenſion and ſe- 
* paration in our Church, than we at firſt 
* fight may comprehend, and of greater 
* danger, than can be explained in a 
5 ſhort diſcourſe.” 


This 


18 
This is a fair extract from a volume 


of Sermons, printed in the year 1758, and 
dedicated to the then Lord Biſhop of Lon- 


don. How far his Lordſhip was pleaſed 


with the tribute I know not. 


In early life, he had figured very con- 
ſpicuouſly on the fide of Tyranny, in the 
Church eſtabliſnment; but, if I am not 
miſinformed, his later ſentiments were far 
more juſt and liberal : his Lordſhip owned, 
in ſome good degree, the evidence of 
Hoadly's reaſoning ; as he had ſmarted un- 
der the ſuperiority of his talents. If this 
be true, whatever his Lordſhip might think 
of the piety of the offerer, he muſt def- 
piſe the blundering bigotry of the offer- 
ing. 


It was in generous oppoſition to principles 
ſo common, yet ſo falſe, and pernicious, and 
from a real concern at beholding them in 
any meaſure countenanced, in a quarter, 
where very difterent things might have been 
expected, that the foregoing papers were 
offered to the public. In this light, they 
have 


19 
have been conſidered and,attepded ta; and 
many pleaſing and ,xeſpeGable cpirkets he- 
towed an, the auchog.,/ Ig abatement. of 
this, plaudit, ſome obſervations. ALE made' 
on the propriety of the, attack on Dr. 
Lowth which is repreſented as proceed- 
ing rather from groſs miſtake, or enuious 
petulance, than from any good acquaint- 
ance with the learned Doctor's Works; or 
aby liberal conſtruction of his meaning. 
1t, was obvious, that much was to be en- 
countered on this ſide; and hence, to meet 
pre eſtabliſhed opinion, the marginal note 
Was inſerted in the * introduction; as a 
bavkat, by which the learned Doctot's 
friends might profit; on the footing of chat 
impartiality, which is ſo neceſſary to the 
equal, allowed, rights of the literary com- 
mon wealth. How far they have profited 
by it, is ſubmited, wich great condeſcen- 
ſion, to the unerring public.“ Such an 
appeal is perfectly conſiſtent wich good 
manners, and may be often a debt, hich 
ſhould be paid to. an argument of ſome 
Tony either miſtaken, or, thro the 
| 7 lattoduct Proteſtant i. pag. 2. 
, C hurry 
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hurry of other engagements, very lightly 
attended to. The defenders of the learned 
Doctor, overflowing with an opinion of 
his univerſal charity, (which every bene- 
volent man grieves to find a queſtionable 
thing) undertake to vindicate his injur'd 
honour ; and to clear him from the charge 
of holding intolerant principles; at the 
ſame time they find themſelves conſtrained 


to allow his expreſſions on the ſubject of 


Liberty to be doubtful, and the diſadvan- 
tageous conſequences from them, not ex- 


torted, or unnaturally drawn. Conſequen- 


ces, it is urged, © may be drawn from 
c what Dr. Lowth has let fall:“ but then 
it is aſked, © from what writings may they 
not; i. e. conſequences unfriendly to 
Liberty?“ Surely this challenge is in- 
conſiderately given: for would not any per- 
ſon who has an acquaintance with the 
writers on the fide of Liberty, and any juſt 
concern for it's invaluable intereſts, take 
up the gauntlet, and at once proclaim the 
names of Fos TER, Twocoop, LARD- 
NER, BALGUY, and HoOAp LY? No 


doubtful interpretations, no half - begotten 


opinions 


21 

opinions on the ſubjects of free enquiry, 
and the equal claims of all men, to their 
thoughts and profeſſions, in the concerns of 
religion, diſgrace their writings. The STEB- 
BINGs, the WARBURTONS, WHITEs, and 
RuTHERFORTHsS, though they have hunted 
with the keeneſt ſtomachs, have never put 
up any thing to devour on theſe grounds. 
Truth is the primary and ultimate object of 
theſe ** ſtrenuous advocates; and it abhors 
all correſpondence with duplicity and fal- 
ſhood. 


1n the generoſity of conceſſion, the de- 
fenders allow that his Lordſhip's expreſ- 
ſions. in the Letter, carry in them a leſs 
pleaſing tone than uſual, but then to cover 
this delinquency, without conſidering, what 
ſome may ſuggeſt, the influence of TIMES 
and SEASONS, in modelling diſcourſes, they 
urge his uſual ſtrong and explicit declara- 
tions, in favour of Liberty; and, they 
would beg to interpret theſe doubtful 
paſſages, by thoſe earlier yirtuous repre- 
ſentations. 
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If men were ſtill the ſame to day, that 
they appeared to be yeſterday, if becauſe 
a perſon has ſaid a good thing once, there” 
fore he muſt and will ſtand to it always, 
in ſpite of different views preſented by new 
connections, intereſts and expectations, the 
complainant will allow all the force deſired 
to this exculpatory edict. 


« Injurious accuſation,” the obliguus ocu- 
Jus, the odium obſcurum, morſuſque, I never 
learned to practiſe, nor ever will, © Be 
the elders” who rule well, highly eſtcem- 
ed; and more eſpecially, that moſt labori- 
dus oppreſſed, indefatigable ſec of gentle- 
men, who actuated by a piety, which at 
once renounces all earthly eaſe, all private 
domeſtic enjoyment ; are prevailed with to 
take upon them, the cruel, but neceſſary office 
of Biſhops *. But all this does not hinder, 


that 
Ho greatly, O ye chroniclers of things paſt and pre- 


ſent, are the times changed! Full well, I ween, do ye 
know the fierce ſtruggles and bloody engagements, that 


have been for the epiſcopal dignity, in certain times and 
places. 


Ails Jporwy, wy wes Ag, 
Tx xorrat, * #00pey ONev THAIEOW & pug, 
To 
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that every ſubterfuge of political craft, 
ſhould be pointed out in its obliquity 3 
and every pretence of ſacerdotal dominions 
treated with a ſpirited contempt. 


That 

To gain the chief ſeats on the bench, 
(More fiercely than for wife or wench) 
Theſe furies fight like wolves or bears, 
And ſet whole empires by the ears. 
And no wonder, for then the Biſhop's ſeat was the firſt prize” 
of luxury and pleaſure.—Cum id adepti futuri fint ita 
Scuri, ut ditentur oblationibus MATRONARUM procedantgue 
wehiculis infidentes, circumſpecte weſtiti, epulas curantes pro- 
fuſas, adeo ut eorum convivia regales ſuperent menſas. Soc. J. 25. 
c. 3. Having obtained this, they were ſure to grow rich with offer= 
ings of the good avomen, of appearing abroad, in their phaetons, 
richly dreſt, and of making ſplendid entertainments, which 
royal tables were but fools to. But now, fenpora mutantur, 
with a vengeance, ſound it to the aſtoniſhed ears of lay- 
infidels, and grumbling curates, there is no man who re- 
gards things temporal, who can be broaght to accept a 

mitre,—Conſult we Doctor Barton's preſent Bate of the Right 
Reverends : and we fee the page marked in ſtrong and ter_ 
rifying lives, with “ their anxieties and diſquiets ; their 
% confinements and interruptions ; the ſacrifices they make 
« of time and health, and eaſe, and domeſtic comfort ; to 
«« the important duties of their flation. They who have 
« had opportunities of inſpecting i it moſt nearly,” (the Doc- 
tor ſpeaks from perſonal obſervation, and is very low- 
ſpirited at the proſpect) * well know the epiſcopal chair to be 
« a ſeat of thorns ; ſo much the more uneaſy and galling, by 
« how much it 1s the more worthily and conſcientiouſly 
filled. Painful pre-eminence ! ſo far is it from being a 
«« proper object of envy, of ambition, or competiton ; ſo 
« far are the little advantages and diſtinctions attending it, 
from compenſating it's toils and embarraſſments; that this 
| « world 
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That the learned Doctor does not mani- 
feſt any very extended vie ws, or fine per- 
eeptions of Liberty, is confeſſed by moſt ; 
hut to the Author of the Proteſtanr, his 
guilt does not appear, by any means of the 
negative kind. Additional. to the chief 
paſſage commented on, and many other de- 
clarations of the ſame obvious fatal ten- 
dency, the introducing tbe abominable opinions 
of Ellys and Fabricius, as deciſions on the 
extent of religious Liberty, is a pofitive of- 
fence, and as ſuch, deſerves a more ſevere 
reprehenſion than any which can be given 
by a common pen. | 


The Doctor's caution in not making him- 
ſelf anſwerable for the poſitions of Fabri- 
cius, is a pretty fineſſe; but this has been 
already fufficiently replied to. With reſpect 
to Ellys, who is given forth as the ſtandard 
of modern A COEROo, it is to be ob- 


«. world has no equivalent to give for them.” But, I ſtop— 
the irony grows too glaring ; and the prophane will ſwear, 
if it was not too much to paſs ſuch a ſolemn hum on the 
good old , it is yet too groſs a great deal to ga 
down with the public. 


See Dr. Baz ToN's Sermon, at Dr, Lowth's Conſegrations 
ſerved 
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ſerved that not a tittle of this prudential 
heſitation appears. And pray what does our 
political prelate ſay in his tracts, which are 
introduced with the Inſcription of Digniſ- 
ſimi at their Head ? Why this, according 
to his Diſciples account —* Thoſe who 
© hold errors in religion directly tending to 
© ſubvert any civil ſtate, thoſe who main- 
© tain, that oaths are not lawful to be ta- 
© ken on any occaſion, &c. that ſuch per- 
© ſons have not, ſtrictly ſpeaking, any right 
© to Toleration ; with a general exception 
* likewiſe of errors in religion, which natu- 
© rally tend to diſturb the civil ſtate, and 
© which are hurtful and detrimental to it.” 


Here we ſee the © two-edged Sword” 
openly unſheathed, and the whole plea of 
Proteſtantiſm at once ſubverted. For as Dr. 
L. very clearly expreſſes it *— © The legiſ- 
© lative power” (that muſt be any legiſlative 
power, for the Governors in one country 
have juſt as much right as thoſe of ano- 
ther) F i is the __ proper judge to deter- 


mine 

* Lowth's Letter, pag. 38. 
+ Dr. Lowth is exceedingly angry with Dr. W—n for 
mentioning Hobbes and his name in the ſaine page : But, 


for- 


. —— 
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mine, what vices (or errors) are ſo perni- 
* cious to ſociety as not to be fafely over- 
looked: and what are in their nature ſo 
capable of proof, as to be properly cog- 
6 nizable by the civil =: mand of 


That Dr. 3 3 here is juſtly 
repreſented is undeniable, and of conſe- 
quence the fine portrait of him as a patron 
of tolerant principles, diſappears. Can Dr. 
L. ſuppoſe that the eternal obligations of 
moral virtue are ſubject to the caprice of a 
few men, who happen to be called the le- 
giſlative power, in any Country. The Ab- 
ſurdity is too groſs. It remains then, that 
the Magiſtrate is to allow or proſcribe as he 
pleaſerb, in matters of religious opinion; 
and how admirably this coincides with the 
liberal ſcheme of private judgment, on which 
Proteſtantiſm reſts,and on which Chriſtianity 
madeitsentrance,letthe impartial pronounce. 


forgive me, wherein doth this poſition of Dr. L. reſolving 
all obligation into the judgment of the /egi/ative power ex- 

cell what Hobbes. afſerts—de Civ. c. 12. Leges civiles eſſe 
Regulas boni et mali, ideoque quod Legiſlator præceperit, 
i pro bono, > volucrit, i4 wy” malo haberiduns elle? 


The 
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The great Locke. ſays, with a bene vo- 
lence worthy of himſelf, in a Letter to Pro- 
feſſor Limborch. * Tolerantiam apud nos 
jam tandem lege ſtabilitam, te ante hæc 
* audiifle nullus dubito. Non ea forſan, 
* laricudine qui ru et tui ſimiles veri et Pug 
 AMBITIONE vel I NVIDIA Chriſtiani, op- 
tarent; ſed aliquid eſt prodire tenus. His 


initiis, jacta ſpero ſunt n et pacis 
fundamenta. &c. 


; Bur here, in ſome men's opinion the Philo- 
ſopber runs as wide from the truth, as he 
did when he endeavoured to ſhew that: 
Chriſtianity was a reg/onable inſtitution. 
The true Orthodox ſentiment of both, is 
far otherwiſe. As to the former caſe, in 
the preſent Syſtem of roleration it is 
thought, the reigns are thrown too looſely. 
on the neck of the people, and they may: 
run their own courſe as their humour 
leads; whereas our more ſound reſtrictive 
policy would check theſe eccentricities, and 
confine them to the preſcribed road, on 
pain of the ſevereſt clogs and whippings, 
for every. deviation; or a perpetual exclu- 

225 D ſion, 
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The people called Waaler, we ſee, are 
marked Objects of the good Biſhop's 'Benez 
volence. What particular offence they 
had given him, God knows; but to be 
ſure, their Riff, firm, unbending deport- 
ment muſt be always offenſive to 'the eye 
of Court Biſhops. Should thoſe 'wretthes 
be permitted to enjoy the benefit of. free 
air, and a quiet chimney corner, in a State 
which pretends to decorum, who will not 
uncover the head to the king, ort the 
King's Pavotrite ; who would adaref” the 
lawti-Ileeved Prelate, in the ſame uncouth 
terms of familiarity, that they uſe” to their 
neighbatir/ Layman ;' and, who ſo far, 
from ſwallowing Oaths, with the ready 
docility of their ſuperiors, reelaim againſt 
every communication that execeds the ſo- 
wo beware of —_— 12 onen i 71 


1 


Bot it is not the ſect of dts aide; 
which 3 is concerned in this proſcribing plan. 


oe ſect, and FRO of every ſect; who 


Ws 
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* dares 
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dares to deyiate from the magiſtratical faith, 
will be eafily comprehended under this 
ſame predicament, as DISTURBERS of the 
State, by, choſe Who , happen, to have 4 
a of Sing FE e ro bo. 


» 4. ww 


friendly n That is to o fay, ey 
Bp. Ellys, and mere than one of his learned 
=T they. would; declare for tolerating 


1 igjon; which che chought mk he 
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.c{ Prejugices, of Education interpoſe and 
pte vent che rays of Truth from Kriking on 
che eyes of many: but Intereſt, the fear. or 
the ;favonr of men, operates more power - 
fully, and much more commonly: agaiaſt ic. 
even where the eee * e and 
W e 1 Ted to tl 
213. 203222 = 

Ie is hence, the: we hone: fork: rimming 
and doubling, ſuch ſhuffling and confuſion, 
in Diſcoutſes on othe plaĩneſt ſubjects ; ro 
the ęverlaſting infamy of ſome of the 
abbeſt men.. Nor only one Book contra- 
2228 b 8 2 dits 


* 

dicts it's immediate ©» forerunner; but in 
different pages of the fame book, we are 
frequently ſhocked at the fight of contra- 
dictions and pitiful evaſions, which a School 
boy would bluſh at. I have now a Diſ- 
courſe on perſecution before me, written 
by -one of the greateſt divines that ever 
grac'd the epiſcopal bench. In one patr, 
after repreſenting with great ſtrength, the 
ridiculous nature of the attempt to cotitroul, 
or force opinion, he adds — Since 
therefore among all thoſe that differ, 
ſome few muſt be in the wrong, thoſe 
that have the power in their hands may 

« poſſibly be in the wrong, and in that 
C caſe ſeverity 1s turned againſt the truth, 
* and thoſe who believe it. And gabe 
God makes the Sun to ſhine, and the 
rain to fall on tbe juſt, as well as the unjuſt, 
a  Gideon's reaſoning may be here well 
apply d. , Baal he Cod let him plead fir 
© | himſelf, and the force of Gamaliel's ar- 
„ gument, if 4 it.is of God, we muſt. not fight 
* againſt: bim. It ſeems plain, that thoſe 
J actions which concern human ſociety, 


4 
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belong indeed to the authority of the 
magiſtrate, but that our thoughts, with 
relation to Gad, and ſuch actions as 
ariſe out of cheſe thoughts, and in 
-which.others have no intereſt, are God's 
province, and can belong to ne other. Ju- 
riſdiction: A Magiſtrate by encroaching 
© upon them breaks in upon God's pro- 

© priety, and upon. that eſſential right of 
© human nature, of worſhiping God ac- 
* cording to our conviction, which is in 
© us, ; antecedent to all human Eau, 

© and can never become ſubject to it.” 


„ 


* 


This Theory, deduced from the nature 
of man, as a rational and moral agent, is 
folid and impregnable. But we beg leave 
to attend it a little farther, before we open 
the dark fide of our Picture. It is an 
© unconteſted rule of juſtice, that in what- 
ever ſociety one is engaged, the violation 
of the Laws of thut ſociety, can only 
infer a forfeiture” of that one had or 
might expect by virtue of it: But this 
© cannot be carried ſo far, as to make one 
(24%; © forfeit 


 —— 
forfeit all that he holds by virtue of any 


other ſociety to which he belongs ; and 
therefore, fince we hold our temporal 


Eftates and Liberties, not by virtue of our 
Chriſtianity, but as we are Members of 
the State or Kingdom, to which we be- 
long, our doing any thing that is only 
, contrary to our religion, may well make 
us forfeit all that belongs to us, by, 
« * virtue of our Bapti/ingl, Covenant ; but 
* this ſhould not cut us off from choc rights 
chat ue have antecedent our, Gbriſti- 
© anity as men, eee of civil 
\ TS AA eli to 110 wont ba. 
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1 ogy this is the EUN of Honeſty and 
| Freedom. But eight pages after we find 
1 a very different mode of talking. Ir is a 
| | N r ——— in the enn 
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* What 45 15 let =y 29 of 'Glouceſler ex explai ain 
bis next Edition of hat compaund of Priefiiraft and ban 
| dor, called, by,a firange Miſnomer, “A Aa rien Aer 

of the Lord's Supper.” Tbis piece was levelled a einſt Hoad 
ley's\Plain Account. "bot the Author had the eſs on ork 
the many opponents « of this noble Writer, to by little read, 

and heartily defpiſed, 29 2929220, 2 
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man hatt; and I muſt be allowed toi pre- 
ſent it here tho I had intended to reſerve 
it for the readers _—_— in another 
weatkoppunty yo en eee eee ee 
10 310 51s 5w.as 10 1 
he firſt ſeverity that Chriſtians "Y 
tiſed one upon another (none at all accord- 
ing to the gentle Fabricius and Ellys) was 
che baniſhing of Arius, and a few of his 
followers. Now, \remark—* It muſt be 
acknowledged that this ſeems to be the t- 
moſt extent of civil Authority in theſe mat- 
ters; for certaizly a Government may put 
ſucb perſons out of its PROTECTION” (happy 
ſubſtitution of terms!) that are enemies 
toit Peace: And fo, baniſh ahem, wil 
great occaſions.” 1 


21 T1 

What a falling off is 1 Obie any; one 
whit knows what Liberty is, and loves it, 
who knows what men are deſign'd to be, 
and would ſerve them; read ſuch contemp- 
tibie ſtuff, 0 muſt call it ſo) without an 
nd dignation that almoſt bluſhes for his ſpe- 


Mob: 


* Anecdotes of Linzary and Seiser, vol. i. p. 240 
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es. Civil Authority is, in the firſt places 
on the beſt grounds, denied all interpoſi- 
tion, in matters of Religion; it is expoſed 
and objected to, as the bane of Truth; and 
preſently afterwards, we find this benevo- 
lent pleader, dwindle into the intereſted 
ecclefiaſtic, and allow an inberent, indiſputable: 
right in any Government to extirpate Citi- 
zens, not only from the immunities and 
honours of a State, but from the State it- 
ſelf, for a difference of ſentiment on ſub- 
jects of theological debate; which ſo far 
from affecting the welfare of Society, are 
unworthy a wiſe man's thoughts; and an 


affront to the very firſt principles of com- 
mon ſenſe. 


O ſacred Freedom ! 0 


. Are theſe the * Baron Guardians thou 
haſt truſted | 


* Baron-Guardians of Religion, a new term of Office x 
ſuggeſted by that happy improver of Chriſt's Religion, the 
Bp. of 67. Vide, Addenda to Divine Legation. 


But what ſays the late /earned Dr. Chandler? © Guarding 
& te Faith is the old flale Pretence of Perſecutors, by 
* which they would cover their Wickednels, Pride and 
% Ambition.” | | 


2279 __ 
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Sutely a candour which can ſtoop to bb- 
ſequiouſneſs itſelf, in reverence of great 
Names, will not undertake to reconcile fuch 


things as theſe, with a clear head, and clean 
hands. 


But to returnp 


Shall Dr. Lowth, who declared fo long 
ago as the year 1756, that * his Ambi- 
tion was at an end,” and who holds unquel- 
tionably the beſt Pen of any Divine in 
Great Britain, write doubtfully on the great 
Subject of Religious Liberty, when it came 
immediately before him ; and his character, 
in the eye of thoſe who underſtand the 
principles he would be thought to favour, 
muſt receive ſo much of its future com- 
plexion from the Account he then preſented. 


Shall He want to have recourfe to Can- 
dour for a Commentary to help out his 
Meaning? A work which (notwithſtanding 
the many impoſſibilities he has attempted) oj 
the great Commentator boggles at? 


* Let. to Warburton, _ 


E It 
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It will very little avail my Lord of Ox- 
ford, to copy the late unhappy Eſtimator's 
manner of Defence, who, as his Writings 
carried on them a new face © as the day 
wore,” was obliged to plead what he wrote 


one day, in excuſe for what he was detect- 
ed in writing another. 


The fallen Angels, were once conſum- 
mately obedient ; and, pardon the Anticli- 
max, his Grace of *#**#*#*#####* promiſed 
once to have the Spirit, as he had the Pro- 
feſſion of a Mayhew + : Robert Nr 
has been a Whig : His, deſervedly cele- 
brated Ode to Mankind carries the Doctrine 
of Liberty to an extent which her prudent 
Friends look around them before they ſe- 
cond; and one would have really thought 
at the time of his famed Conteſt at Briſtol, 
with the Welſb Baronet, that he never could 
have declined in the glorious Career: Fire 


+ A late excellent Divine of Neav England, whoſe wyis 
tinge in behalf of Liberty, and particularly the RELIG10us 
Liveriy of America, are ſpirited and maſterly. It's cxtat 
foes on this fide of the Water, know their Weight. 


and 
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and Water might as well have united as the 
IRISHMAN and a Tory Adminiſtration : 
But Modern Hiſtory is pregnant with 
Wonders ; tho' the eccleſiaſtical part of it 
has been lately enlightened, by that noble 
Exorciſt the Author of the Conyes810NAL, 
a practical and divine Treatiſe on the Nil 
admirari. 


The moſt ſtriking paſſage of the GENE 
Rous kind, in Dr. L 's publications, 
was quoted in the former Tract, and it 
ought to be noted, that it was nothing but 
the Ugly inconſiſtencies with it, which ap- 
peared in the Letter, and ſome other of his 
Lordſhip's works, that excited reſentment; 
and prevailed on the Writer to ſtep forth 
with his Bill of Complaint: It is not un- 
likely but on a ſecond impartial review of 
the Caſe (interpretes potuerunt errare) the 
attack will appear to the moſt rigid, alto- 
gether defenfible; while others, more af- 
fectionate, may continue to expreſs their 
commendation of a freſh teſtimony given 
to the cauſe of Liberty, in a manner which 

| E 2 | the 
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the || Bigot cannot brook : nor the || trim- 
ming Time Server pronounce upon, with- 
out a previous careful obſervation of the 
denn of the political Needle. 


Still it may be aſked, why is Dr. L- 
to be perſued with this ſtrain of cruel un- 


relenting remark? Is it a pleaſant thing to 


any good mind to enlarge on the flips of 


the Great, and to point out their failures, 


as ſubje&s for the tongue of vulgar re- 


proach ? Not to reply, what at once muſt 
ariſe to thoſe who have obſerved the famous 
Combat between our Lordly Duelli Is, that 
neither of them can, with any confiſiency, 
whiſper a complaint of harſh expreſſions, 


in an Antagoniſt, (ira quidem communiter 
*  VRIT utrumque) and that it is preſumed there 


is nothing of oe Buffoonery, Scurrility, or 


* 


5 


; gs much leſs Billinſgate, in theſe 


Many inftances of this kind have appeared in he 


nklic Papers ; as well as many others 1 in . len. to 
the Author. 2 


, * Vide Lowth's letter to W n the 2d Epiſtolary Cor- 
reſpondence, &c. &c. wherein theſe elegant figures are mu- 
* and * * and _— EE! ED 
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papers; it ought to be conſidered that the 
diſpute is not altogether a perſonality, 
Whether my Ld. of Oxford, be ſet low on 


the ſcale of religious benevolence or not, 
it can never be improper, on an appear- 
ance of defection in thoſe who ought to be 
Champions i in the Cauſe of Liberty, to ſtate 
thegeneral doctrines, an Adherence to which 
would be their glory, as a deſertion from 
them muſt conſtitute their crime; à crime 
aggravated in proportion to ability for ſer- 
vice, and the miſapplication of cruſt . 


+ * Liberty, civil and religious, if not encouraged, and 
continually attended to, as our glory and honour, if not 
. watched over with a jealous Eye, and by the mutual and 
joint conſent of the ſeveral individuals conſtituting that hap- 
Py ſociety, in which it has once taken up it's reſidence, 
mult be upon the decay. If thoſe falſe opinions, thoſe vain 
conceits, and corrupt maxims, which have a natural ten- 
dency to weaken men's affection for it, are not continually 
expoſed, and. guarded ag ainſt, their fatal influences muſt 
neceſiarily be haſtening on. Tho! it be in itſelf ſo excellent, 
ſo glorious a cauſe, it cannot however be ſelf-ſupported ; to 
neglect it therefore, is to ruin it.“ 

' See Sermons on public Occafinis, by C. Bulkely ; dedicated 
to Wm. Pitt, Eſq. which ought to be in the hands and 
to influence the heart of every Engliſhman. | 


Occafional 
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Occaſional repreſentations of acknow- 
ledged truths have their beneficial tendency: 


And it is too probable, that the truths 


which have been here imperfectly contended 
for, come in for a very poor ſhare of re- 
ſpectful attention from our profeſſed public 
ſpeakers. Some well-timed political Pane» 
gyrick, or fome hackneyed Eſſay on a 
branch of moral duty, glittering with Anti- 
the/is and rounded into ſentences of harmo- 


nious cadence, now and then ſeaſoned with 


fome ſmall comic raillery, or flight ſtrokes 
of tragic Addreſs ; compoſe the greater part 
of our modern boaſted Pulpit perform- 
ances. Others indeed, there are, who 
go much deeper, but if the firſt do very 
little good, the latter in proportion to their 
influence, do a great deal of harm. To 
kindle and keep alive a furious zeal for a 
certain ſer of ſounds, creeds, forms, and 
ceremonies ; to inſpire a rancorous hatred 
of all who have ſenſe enough to penetrate 


the clonds of Superſtition, and honefty to 


profcis and practice what they think to be 
right; this is che great end of ſuch mens ve- 


ry 
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ry eager endeavours. And the effect is per- 
fectly of a piece with the cauſe. Inſtead 
of that Knowledge which informs and en- 
nobles, and that Charity which overflows in 
wiſhes, and acts of univerſal beneficence 
a ſtupid ignorance and unconcern, or a low 
contracted, illiberal, dirty, party ſpirir, pre- 
vails every where, among the common peo- 
ple of every denomination. 


I beg not to be miſtaken: It is not in- 


tended by theſe remarks to affront any wor- 


thy clergyman. Ill would it become any 
friend of mankind, to arraign the good and 
great, with the mean and intereſted ; and 
thro' the heat of reſentment againſt abuſes, 
too common to be overlooked, to confound 
characters in indiſcriminate Cenfſurc. 
There are ſome in every profeſſion, it is 
eaſy to ſce why, who would repreſent every 
ſtroke of Satire which they may feel, as a 
blow aimed at the whole order to which 


they belong: But the Cry is too ſtale to be 


regarded, and the Cheat too thin, to paſs 
on any enlarged, and ſenſible minds: While 
| I cen- 
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I cenfure and deſpiſe a + Clerus, I love and 
venerate a BALGUY and a B——N, 


The intereſts and ambition of men in 
power, or aſpiring to it, would keep the 
Doctrines of LiBERTY, ever in obſcuro: 
There are many alſo, who will acknow- 
ledge, IN PRIVATE, every one of thoſe 
exalted truths which were contended for 
by Virtue and HoaDLy ; but then a ſtrange 
demur ariſes in their minds, with reſpect 
to the propriety of publiſhing them, in their 
glories, to an ignorant and fattious world. 
I know nothing which has done more harm, 
than the perpetually-quoted maxim of our 
ſage Cauttionaliſts, that © Truth is not fit 
fo be ſpoken at all times.” Many a brave 
attempt has been checked, and many a 
glorious reſcue loſt by it, to the continued 
miſery of the Chriſtian world. And indeed, 
whatever abuſes they may ſuffer, or what- 
ever inconveniencies, and grievous diſtreſſes 


+ The ſignature of a Gentleman in the Lond. Chron, who, 
in two moft curious Letters againſt the writer, ſet himſelf 
profeſſedly to expoſe that moſt inſalent and wicked doctrine, 
That every Man has à natural right to think for himſelf in mat- 
ters of Religion ! 
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they may at ſome times bring upon them- 
ſelves; the honeſt Violaters of this maxim, 
have a reſource, which the cunning, curious 
conſulter of times and ſeaſons, of Court-fa- 
vourites and flatterers, intermedleth not with: 
THE REPORT OF A GOOD CONSCIENCE, 


The Proteſlant or ſteady conſiſtent Friend 
to Liberty, forms his principles and conduct 
by a much ſuperior ſtandard to any which 
is followed by the double- minded herd of 
Faſbion, Avarice, and that Ambition, whoſe 
aim is to be among the Great of THIS 
WorLD. It is a matter of very little en- 
quiry, and of leſs regard to him, what are 
the doctrines moſt favoured, of moſt diſ- 
couraged, by Men in power and high Sta- 
tion. Titles, Benefices, and rich Sinecures, 
it may be 7herrs to beſtow very liberally; 
but true honour, and ſolid permanent worth, 
they can neither confer or deſtroy. 


As ne wiſhes all men to be wiſe and good; 
in order to be happy, he would moſt gladly 
furniſh all, with the means of information 
and improvement. He dreads the encroach- 

. ET ments 
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ments of * STATE CRAFT on religion, 
for he knows from hiſtory, experience, and 
the Nature f things, the infinite abſurdity 
and miſchiefs of ſuch an Interpoſition. He 
is very far, 'tis true, from intruding on the 
peace of the weak and ſcrupulous, but he 
cannot ſurrender his own ideas of Truth, 
and the unalie nable rights of Conſcience for 
the ſake of a ftlagnant inſenſibility, a nomi- 
nal uniformity, which has neither good ſenſe 
or good intention for it baſis. The inveſti- 
gation of truth is his delight, as the diſco- 
very of it (by the ineſtimable conſciouſneſs 
of internal excellence and dignity which it 
brings) is a reward, which he challenges 
a world to equal. In this honourable em- 


- ployment of his powers, (be it repeted) 


He CouRTs no man's favour, nor doth he 
FEAR the frowns of any. To his own 
Maſter he ſtandeth or falleth.“ And to 
this all-equitable, all- perfect deciſion, he is 
willing to leave others, never venturing to 


® With theſe Sentiments it is no wonder that our Author 
gave ſo honourable a place to that wonderful work called the 
Alliance between Church and State; in that euriouſly-deviſed 
Frentiſpiece, which embelliſheth the former tractate. B. 
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hurt or reproach them, becauſe of their dif- 
ferent religious Opinions and Practices; but 
ſerving them by every office of civility and 
benevolence ; and praying for them, with 
additional Energy, in proportion as he con- 
ceives of the greatneſs and number of their 
miſtakes and offences, 


VALE VIR AMPLISSIME, 
ET cum ru -.*... 
FELICITER VIVE DIU.. 
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ADDEND U M. 


H E note in page 23, is long enough 

already, bur I would fain tack to it 
the following letter, quite apropos and ex- 
ceedingly curious: The reader may find it in 
the Cabala, and in the excellent Dr. Hag- 
R1s's Life of, that ſcandal to Kingſbip and 
Humanity, James J. It was written to Buck- 
ingham, the Favourite and Sweetheart of 
James, by Field Bp. of Llandaſſe; perhaps 
it may be in my power ſoon to give more 
curioſities of the ſame kind, addreſſed to 
the YVillers's of modern times: And, with 
-theſe we ſhall venture abroad a ſheet or two, 
entitled, DRDIcATION ES WARBURTON I1- 


ANZ gue extant ; tam Veteres, quam recen- 
tiores: Interpretatione notiſque iaſtrauit, 
et quod attinet ad laudes Auctoris ampli in me 
adornavit, W.S. 


Corpore 
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Corpore fuit procero, Forma placide verendã: 
At ſupra Corpus et Formam, ſublimè emi- 

nuerunt * | 
Indoles, Ingenium atque Erudirio : 
Supra bæc Pietas, et (ſi fas dicere) 
Supra Pietatem, MopesTIA 
Czteras enim Dotes obumbravit : 


But — to the Letter. 


* My gracious good Lord; 


In the great library of men that I have 
ſtudied theſe many Years, your Grace is 
the beſt book, and moſt claſſic author that I 
have read; in whom I find ſo much good- 
neſs, ſweetneſs, and nobleneſs of nature, 
ſuch an heroic ſpirit for boundleſs bounty, 
as I never did in any. I could inſtance in 
many, ſome of whom you have made Deans, 
ſome Biſhops, ſome Lords and Privy Coun- 
ſellors ; none that looked towards your 
Grace did ever go empty away. I need go 
no further than myſelf, a gum of the earth, 
whom you taiſed out of the duſt for raiſ- 
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ing a thought fo high as to ſerve your High- 
neſs. Since that I have not played the 
Truent, but more diligently ſtudied you 
than ever before, and yet (dunce that I am) 
I ſtand at a ſtay, and am a non-proficient ; 
the book being the ſame as ever it was, as 
may appear by the great proficiency of 
others. This wonderfully poſeth me, and 
fure there is ſome guile, ſome wile, in ſome 
of my fellow-ftudents, who hide my book 
from me, or ſome part of it; all the fault 
i not in my own Blockiſhneſs that I thrive 
no better; I once feared this before, that 


ſome one did me ill offices. Your Grace 
was pleaſcd to proteſt no man had, and to 
aſſure me no man could. My heart tells 


me it has been always upright, and is ſtill 


moſt faithful unto you. I have examined 


my actions, my words, and my very thoughts, 
and found all of them, ever fince, moſt 
found unto your Grace. Give me leave to 
comfort myſelf with recordation of your 
bving-Eindneſſes of old, when on that great 
feaſt- day of your being inaugured our Chan- 
cellor, my look was your book, wherein 

2 you 


. 


. 
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you read ſadneſs, to which I was bold to 


reply, I truſted your Grace would give me 


no cauſe : you. replied, * With loſs of 
blood rather.” But God" forbid ſo precious 
an effuſion! I would rather empty all my 


veins than you ſhould bleed one drop. When 


as one blaſt of your breath is able to bring 
me to the haven where I would be. My 
Lord, I am grown an old man, and am like 
old houſhold ſtuff, apt ro be broke upon 


often removing. I defige it, therefore, but 


once for all, be it ELy or BaTu and 
WErLs, and I will ſpend the remainder of 


my days, in writing an hiſtory of your 


good deeds to me and others ; whereby I 
may vindicate you from the envy and oblo- 
quy of this preſent wicked age in which we 


live, and while I live in praying for your 
Grace, whoſe I am tetally and finally, 


Theoph. Landaven.” 
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